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Introducing "Cuban Cadence," a fashion collection that intricately
weaves logether the vibrant tapestry of Cuban architecture,
celebrating both its resplendent beauty and poignant decay.

Inspired by the juxtaposition of the island's stunning edifices and
those bearing the scars of neglect, this collection serves as a
powerful homage to the rich architectural heritage of Cuba. Yet,
beyond mere aesthetic admiration, "Cuban Cadence" carries a
profound political resonance, symbolizing the systemic failures of
governance and the oppressive forces that have afflicted the Cuban
people and their homeland. Through meticulously erafted garments
and thoughtful design elements, this collection seeks to illuminate
the complexities of Cuba's socio-political landscape, inviting
reflection and dialogue on the enduring spirit of resilience amidst_
adversity
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in the baroque style, or at least a version of it.
but did not make it to Havana until almost
or Moorish-inspired Spanish

A lot of Havana architecture is in fact

Baroque had its origins In Italy in the 1600s

a century later. More delicate in nature t
colonial architecture, the barogue Hav Jrehitecture was more muscular in nature -
than man oque buildings back in Eu This is an interesting example of how It wasn't only the Spanish who were colom's.9 the N ‘ S ————
pean out i ; ; ew World. T S
ean outpost, needing the style of ‘ island of Haiti was largely a French colony, and he neighbourin
‘ £ a number of the French settlers fled in

World were seen as @
terror after a slave uprising there in 17 i
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A uldn't be until 1886
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slavery was abolished in Cuba, although there were a fair few uprisi
ings.

Cuba ana
to creating its own distinctive style

This is still demonstrably different when t comes to Cuban baroque. The infrastructure
materials to replicate the style simply did

for mining and processing the necessary
has a roughness not seen in its European
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not exist, meaning that Cuban baroque
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After gaining indepenidence from Spain in the early 1900s, the influehces of Spain
were cast aside, and indeed the influences of Europe too. Havana architecture from
this time actually has a number of American influences, and this is true of a number
of government buildings that were constructed prior to the Cuban Revolution, most
notably the Cuban Capitolio Nacional (the Cuban Capitol Building which looks
incredibly similar to its counterpart in Washington DC).

This was also the time of a lot of American investment in the buildings of the capital

city, and Havana architecture in the decades prior to the revolution is notable for the

proliferation of hotels and casinos, such as the Hotel Nacional de Cuba.
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Unsurprisingly, this American investment came to a crashing hait Of‘ter thé o ¥
Indeed, many foreign owned buildings were seized by the state, There was more jon.
movement towards monuments and infrastructure projects in typically Lt a
socialist styles. But these types of buildings hardly changed the face of Hav

as no singular style of building had done before it. ana, just

These numerous designs merely contributed to the mishmash of styles and co

that make up the Havana we all know and love. One of the most interesting re ours
developments in the architecture of the capital of Cuba took place in ,9829Th_cent
when Havana's Old Town (La Habana Vieja) was designated as q UNESco' is was
Heritage site (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural o World

This means that the United Nations recognised the cultural and historic?:?”_'lct.u')n)

of this part of Havana and provided the funds needed for restoration WorKSIQDIfICOnCe

This rrluecns that the beauty of many of Havana's grand and even minor bl
be enjoyed by future generations. It would be a tragedy to lose such VU"d'“QS i
beauty, so let's hope that Havana's Old Town and the rest e

of the beautifu buildings in
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Cuba faced the biggest protests since the revolution. One
. year on, the i
grip is tighter than ever S e

San Josa do s Lajas, Cuba (CNN) — Tho largest antl-government protosts to take plac in Cuba &
startod with a blackout on a bolling hot summor — ouace h Cubs §os the 1058 ravokution
tartod with a blackout on a boling hot " day. After days of power cuts by the government, fesidents in the s

San Antonio do las Baios ran out of pationco. On July 11, 2021, they taok to the streets to complain 3 In the smal city of

vake JTN.Fee—w

he episode might have remained as a an urban leger i
Tho opisode might have remained as a Cuban urban logend, ayhigred about momant of raro puble dlssant o the
‘communist-run Island, If not for recent upgrades to the istand’s mobile Internet. N

But that summer, Cubans across the nation were able to live stroam and viw In real time the unfolding protests in San Ant
protests in San Antonio
d, thousands of othor Cubans took to the streets, some

de los Bafos - and Joln n. Aimost Immediately across the I
complalning about the lack of food and medicines, others danouncing high-ranking officials and calling for greater civl I
lals and calling for greater civil ibertios

and carrlages on the

e unpracadontod domonstzations von sproad t smal e and town whare tharo aro more hors
potholed-streets than automobiles. )

A8 moro and more Cubans took o thesteets,  Dacame cear tha tha Cuban governmont was facing th argestnton
challenge to its hold on power in decades. ’ —

sanctions, sald the protests were the result of a subversion cam : e
replicate these provocations,” he said. “The order to combat has been given.” i 5
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As the pandemic, US sanctions and the slow pace of reforms continue to batter the Cuban economy, officials on the Istand seem

to realize that despite their heavy-handed crackdown last year, more protests could happen at any time.
n June this year, hundreds of Cuban students at a university in the city of Camagiey began a nighttime demonstration after
power was cut In their dormitory.
“F**K these blackouts! Put the electricity onl” they chanted as they banged on pots as seen on videos that the students
uploaded to social media

n the lights.

quickly turned ba

Preventing future protests

But international human rights organizations say the Cuban government Is using the prosecutions to intimidate Cubans from
daring to protest again.

“We found that prosecutors were constantly charging Cubans for exercising thelr basic rights such as the right to protest
peacetully, the right to insult their president or the right to insult police officers, exercising the right of freedom of expression.”
<sald Juan Pappler, a senior Americas researcher at Human Rights Watch (HRW).

On Monday, HAW released a report on the protests that it says documents 155 cases of alleged abuse agalnst people Involved &
last year's demonstrations, “Including harassment, arbitrary detention, abuse-ridden prosecutions, beatings, and other cases of

il-treatment that in some cases constitute torture.”
The organization also accused the Cuban government of further cracking down on civil liberties to prevent more protests from
taking place

Marta Perdomo said she encountered the tightening restrictions first-hand after she was Invited to Europe in June to speak
about her sons to human rights groups and lawmakers. When she reached the arport in Havana, officials there told her and

another mother of an Imprisoned protestor they would not be permitted to travel
“They said | was ‘regulated’ and couldn't go,” Perdomo said.

Cuban officials did not respond to a CNN request asking why Marta Perdomo was not allowed to foave the Island.

Even though Perdomo says she Is worried about when her threa young grandchildren wil 5o thalr fathers again, she does not

have regrets
“They didn't have to go out but they folt the pain of Cuba,” Perdomo sald. “That's why they went out. That day my sons were

free”

It remains to be seen whether the July protests will be remembered
for greater openness.
Government supporters carrying bats alongside police began to break up the protests. Hundreds of Cubans were arrested; some

or clashing with officials, others for merely filming the turmoll with their phones.
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ways the Cuban revolution has failed the

people of Cuba
»

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Cuban revolution

t nation continue to wait for their government to de

on February 24 may

A new constitution that will go up for

a highly scrutinized re
ymunist Party has failed

rein in their rights further. Her

e are five ways that the Cuban (

Limited access to information
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|sts online, yet accessing the internet is prohibitively
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EEUEES  Independent media in Cuba only ex

for most Cubans. A paltry 600 megabytes of data a month — enough for a few
expensive for most Cuba palt 9
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s sessions with family overseas — can cost 25 percent of a worker’s wages. Users get
Skype sessions wit 3 4

3019. - megabytes for using domains on the state-sanctioned, censored “intranet
00 “bonus” megabytes for using

ailabl nd affordable than the lobal internet.
that is more readily available and affordable g

Cuba’s musicians, dancers, artists and writers - celebrated around the world for their

creative output - now suffer the indignity of Decree 349, requiring them to seek

ernment permission to perform, sell or display their work or else face consequences.
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d of the February 24 constitutional referendum, the Cuban government has stepped
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helves are a common sight In Cuban stores. Most €conomists agree that poor

and that the Cuban government doesn’t allow the
cector to reach its potential. As a result, citizens

Y
,ed management is the cause

use their meager state-issyeq

which can amount to less than a dollar a day — to pay astronomical prices for

s on the black market

Cuban doctors are a major export. The Cuban government takes In roughly $11 billion
annually from the salaries of health-care professionals participating in its overseas medical
missions. Recently, the Cuban government recalled its doctors working in Brazil rather than
agree to Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro’s demand that Cuba pay the doctors a fair wage.
Eight of these doctors filed a lawsuit in Miami against the Pan American Health
Organization, claiming forced labor.

Union Patridtica de Cuba (UNPACU), the largest dissident group in Cuba. Opposition
es such as Ferrer have pressed the regime for a more transparent and fair process. On
Juary 11, Cuban police raided multiple homes and offices of UNPACU activists,
scated property, and beat and detained several dissidents, including Ferrer. As a
t, dozens of UNPACU activists have Initiated a hunger strike.

of political figures, such as José Daniel Ferrer (above), leader of
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